
English Language Arts 12 

 
 

Rationale: Reading great literature is one of the ways we become better able to 
understand ourselves and others. Through a diverse study of classical and 
contemporary literature, students will gain an understanding of universal themes 
and a framework for making sense of the complex world we live in; while practicing 
essential reading, writing and critical thinking skills necessary to navigate both 
college and the workforce.  
 
Unit 1: American Short Stories of the 20th Century 
Objectives: Students will analyze how writing style affects the overall impact of a 
text. Students will interpret stories with ambiguous meanings or endings, 
supporting their interpretations with textual evidence and analysis. Students will 
craft a literary analysis.  
 
Unit 2: Beowulf/ Career Readiness 
Objectives: Students will analyze the elements of an epic and oral poetry. Students 
will develop resumes and cover letters, adhering to appropriate style.  
 
Unit 3: Voices of Protest 
Objectives: Students will explore the different forms of argumentative writing from 
persuasive speeches to satire. Students will delineate and evaluate an argument as 
well as determine connotative meanings of the language used. Students will identify 
the elements of satire and a text’s historical context.  
 
Unit 4: Hamlet 
Objectives: Students will be able to identify and analyze elements of a drama. 
Students will analyze how a complex character is developed over the course of the 
text and how their actions move the plot forward.  
 
Unit 5: Interpretive Literature 
Objectives: Students will analyze an author’s words and determine multiple pieces of 
textual evidence that strongly and thoroughly support both explicit and inferential 
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questions. Students will determine places in the text that leaves matter uncertain 
and draw their own assumptions or conclusions.  
 
 
 
 
Unit 6: Novel-- Perks of Being a WallFlower 
Objectives: Students will determine how elements form their own lives and the 
world around them are similar to elements within a text. Students will practice 
sustained reading over periods of time that help build reading stamina and 
comprehension. Students will come prepared with key points and textual evidence 
to contribute to a discussion and stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas.  
 
 
Points Distribution: 
75% Summative Assessment will be broken down into four assessment types and are 
used to evaluate students mastery over the unit’s objectives.  These are tests, formal 
essays, presentations and projects. 
 
20% Formative Assessments will be used for assessments along the way that 
prepare students for the four summative assessments listed above. These are 
quizzes, worksheets, essay outlines, class discussions and other class activities.  
 
5% Teacher Discretion will be used for assignments related to the content, but not 
directly linked to specific unit objectives. These can be student surveys, class 
participation, or enrichment assignments.  
 


